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CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES TARGET BLACK MINORITY ETHNIC COMMUNITIES AND DISABLED GROUPS FOR A RECRUITMENT “DROP IN” CENTRE
Thames Valley Police, Crown Prosecution Service, Her Majesty’s Court Service, her Majesty’s Prison Service and Thames Valley Probation Service have joined forces to give advice to the public on how to apply for jobs in each agency.  The event is being held as part of Inside Justice Week, the annual national event in which the criminal justice system is opened up to the public.

The drop in centre will be held at the East Oxford Community Centre, Cowley Road, Oxford on 5 November between 10am and 6pm.  The event is open to all but will be targeted at black and minority ethnic groups and people with disabilities. 

Jonathan Lane, Area Director of Her Majesty’s Court Service for the Thames Valley commented: “We are committed to delivering a service that meets the needs of the communities that it serves. This event during Inside Justice Week has been designed in response to feedback received from those communities in Thames Valley. It is a positive step forward in breaking down barriers and being open about the work that we do, as well as removing obstacles that may prevent many qualified members of our communities from applying for jobs within the criminal justice system. We in Thames Valley are pleased to support this initiative and pledge continued support to this and other planned initiatives.”
Laetisia Staniforth, Race and Diversity Officer for the Local Criminal Justice Board, which represents the criminal justice agencies, and organiser of the event commented: “I am excited about this event which directly responds to a need to open up the recruitment process to all parts of our community.  It is really important for the workforces of public services to reflect the communities that they serve.  We wanted to go to the local community, rather than wait for them to come to us, to give practical advice on applying for jobs.  We hope that this sends a clear signal that the agencies welcome applications from every corner of the local community.”

Members of the public can speak to staff at all levels from the organisations about working in the criminal justice system.  There will be recruitment specialist advice on available to potential candidates on how to avoid the usual pit falls when completing lengthy application forms.  The event forms part of an ongoing programme of engagement with local communities and follow up sessions to provide further advice to potential candidates are planned.

The day will be informal and relaxed and members of the public are invited to drop in at any time between 10am and 6pm to speak to representatives from the agencies.

Date 23.10.07
Notes to Editors

1. Jonathan Lane, Area Director of her Majesty’s Court Service and Laetisia Staniforth, Race and Diversity Officer for the Local Criminal Justice Board are available for telephone interview s in relation to this event.  To arrange an interview or for any further information, please contact  either Lucy Littlewood, Area Communications Manager, CPS Thames Valley on 01189 513268 or 07920 570217 or Laetisia Staniforth on 01865 857453.
2. This is the fourth year of Inside Justice Week.  For further information on Inside Justice Week, visit www.cjsonline.gov.uk/insidejustice. Other events in the Thames Valley include Other events in the Thames Valley include the Re-enactment of  the trial of Giles Freeman Covington from March 1791 at The Oxford Town Hall on November 9th.
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