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Lee Colton wins prestigious national probation award
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Thames Valley Probation is pleased to announce that Lee Colton, our Bail Accommodation Support Services Officer based in Oxford (pictured above), has won a prestigious national award.

Lee was the winner in the Interventions Category of the Probation Awards 2011. The category highlights those committed to developing and maintaining the varied, often complex projects, which help probation trusts succeed.

The judging panel, including Colin Allars, the Director of Probation and Contracted Services for the National Offender Management Service, said Lee’s contribution ‘is second to none’ and that ‘Lee is getting it right on all levels’.

Lee created Oxford’s Bail Accommodation Support Scheme (BASS) from scratch in 2008. 

His daily job includes liaising with police to get access to cells, with court custody staff to interview offenders and briefing defence advocates and magistrates. He produces bail information reports for the courts and has significantly improved access to bail and resettlement accommodation for countless offenders.

‘It’s a well-known fact that accommodation and employment issues significantly increase the likelihood of re-offending,” said Thames Valley Probation’s Chief Executive, Gerry Marshall. “Lee’s contribution is very important. Helping settle offenders in suitable accommodation while they’re going through the court process increases their chances of co-operating and improves public protection.

‘On behalf of the whole trust, I would like to congratulate Lee on this well-deserved award.’

Lee said: I am delighted to receive this award and I am honoured to be recognised in this way.

‘I have enjoyed establishing the BASS scheme in Oxford and promoting the benefits to both service users and professionals alike.

I would like to thank Duncan Hume, my Senior Probation Officer, for putting my name forward as well as all those without whose help and support I would not have been able to operate the scheme so effectively.’

Lee started working for TVP in January 2003 and was based at HMP Springhill for 5 years. His main role at the prison was inducting newly arrived prisoners and helping them with resettlement issues, particularly accommodation difficulties on release. 

Lee also worked within public protection and produced Home Detention Curfew assessment reports to help the Prison Governor with release decisions. He has also worked in Thames Valley Probation’s Victim Liaison Unit as a Victim Liaison Officer. In 2008, he took up his current post at Oxford Magistrates’ Court.

He was presented with his award by Michael Spurr, Chief Executive Officer of the National Offender Management Service.

In addition to Lee’s success, two other Thames Valley Probation employees were shortlist finalists for the Probation Awards 2011. 

Senior Probation Officer Clare Honeysett was shortlisted in the Working in Partnership category for her work in the field of Prevent (anti-terrorism and extremism) and other high risk offenders and Divisional Administration Manager Deedee Irving was a shortlist finalist in the staff support category.
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Notes for Editors
Additional information
Thames Valley Probation works with adult offenders, supervising them through their Community Orders and assisting with rehabilitation. We also supervise offenders released from prison on licence and work with victims of serious crime. The main aim of the service is to increase public protection and reduce the re-offending rate. 
For more information, visit our website at: www.thamesvalleyprobation.gov.uk or contact Fiona Tarrant, Communications Manager, Fiona.tarrant@thames-valley.probation.gsi.gov.uk, tel: 01869 255300.
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